
 

 

 
ALP Victoria, 438 Docklands Drive, Docklands, VIC 3008 | Authorised by Samuel Rae, State Secretary, ALP Victorian Branch   1 

David Hawkins 
Executive Officer 
Interface Councils 

19 November 2018 

 

 

Dear Mr Hawkins 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Interface Council’s Candidate Pledge on behalf of Victorian 

Labor. 

Over the past four years the Andrews Labor Government has delivered improved services, community 

facilities, transport infrastructure and assistance for our most rapidly growing communities.  

Guided by engagement with local communities through the Metropolitan Partnerships we have been 

pleased to work with our ministerial colleagues and local councils to ensure local communities have the 

mix of services, infrastructure and policies that they need to grow more sustainable and liveable, and 

create more jobs. 

Through the Growing Suburbs Fund we have invested $200 million into 116 projects with your members.  

Our Government is also spending more than any previous government to transform Victoria’s transport 

infrastructure. Key projects which benefit interface councils include: 

• Suburban Rail Loop 

• West Gate Tunnel Project 

• Metro Tunnel  

• Airport Rail Link  

• Level crossing removal project 

• North East Link  

• Suburban Roads Upgrade Package 

Bus services are an important part of the meeting transport needs of communities in interface councils. 

This is why the Andrews Labor Government has provided substantial funding including more than $200 

million over the last four years for new and improved bus services to support communities across 

Victoria.  

The recent metropolitan bus contracts also introduce greater competition and flexibility into metropolitan 

bus operations and will allow for expanded services in new and existing communities into the future. 
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In addition to this a re-elected Labor Government will also deliver our $150 million Car Parks for 

Commuters Fund. The fund will see a 20 per cent boost in available parking. These improvements have 

been announced in interface councils so far: 

• Cranbourne, with at least 400 extra car parks, bringing the total number of spaces to over 1000 

• Pakenham, where parking will be more than doubled with an extra 450 spaces  

• Wyndham Vale, Werribee, Watergardens, Aircraft and Tarneit, with up to 1,600 new and 

upgraded car parks 

• Caroline Springs, with 400 new and upgraded car parks  

• Deer Park, with 150 new and upgraded car parks 

Families in our fastest growing communities will also get the new schools they deserve with a re-elected 

Andrews Labor Government to open 100 new schools across the state over the next eight years. Victoria 

is growing and we need to plan ahead to make sure that every child has access to a great local school.  

The first tranche of 45 new schools opening between 2019 and 2022 include these schools in interface 

councils: 

• 7 schools in Casey 

• 7 schools in Wyndham 

• 6 schools in Hume 

• 5 schools in Melton 

• 3 schools in Whittlesea 

• 2 schools in Cardinia 

In addition to our eight year plan to deliver new schools under Labor and to support our commitment for 

three-year-old kinder, there will be kindergartens at or next to new primary schools at Rockbank, 

Docklands, Eynesbury, Truganina, Edgars Creek, Wollahra, Greenvale North-West and Merrifield West in 

2021. In 2022, kindergartens will be built at Clyde North, Bridge Road and Grasslands Melton, Gisborne 

South, Wollert East and Kalkallo.  

Labor will also invest $150 million to create more than 6,500 hectares of parkland and new walking and 

bike trails right across Melbourne, giving families great places to spend a day off. As well as creating large 

new parklands, bike and walking trails across Melbourne’s growing outer suburbs, Labor will invest $35 

million to purchase or repurpose land to create 25 new pocket parks in built up areas, where there is a 

lack of public open space. 

Labor will also invest a further $10 million to upgrade tired old suburban parks. This new investment will 

allow councils to revamp these parks and reserves with new playgrounds, landscaping, toilets and picnic 

facilities, transforming them into better places for locals to enjoy.  

The specific projects we have committed to are in the interface councils include; 

• establish Cardinia Creek South Parkland, a 508 hectare parkland near Officer 

• complete Clyde Regional Park, creating a 120 hectare parkland  

• plan for the Frankston Greenbelt that will link together 1,881 hectares of parks and reserves for 

locals to enjoy between the Seaford wetlands and Mornington 

• create a new 2,778 hectare Upper Merri Park, near Craigieburn 

• expand the Quarry Hills Parkland to cover 1,088 hectares, near South Morang 
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• complete the Plenty River Trail, building another 17 kilometres of walking and cycling trail stretching 

from Mernda to the Western Ring Road at Greensborough 

• invest in new bike and walking trails across Nillumbik, Moreland, Banyule, Darebin, Hume and 

Whittlesea council areas 

• undertake a feasibility study for a new Wallan Regional Park 

• create a new 1,008 hectare Jackson Creek Park, near Sunbury 

• complete Kororoit Creek Park, creating a 260 hectare parkland 

• complete Werribee Township Regional Park, creating a 340 hectare parkland 

• complete planning for a new 130 hectare Toolern Regional Park at Melton 

• complete planning for a new 223 hectare Werribee River Park at Wyndham 

If re-elected our Government looks forward to working with the Interface Councils to progress these 

initiatives and more. 

Thank you once again for taking the time to outline the Interface Councils policy priorities and I look forward 

to working with you and your members to ensure people in our most rapidly growing areas have the 

services and community facilities they need. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

LILY D’AMBROSIO MP 

Minister for Suburban Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARLENE KAIROUZ MP 

Minister for Local Government 


